SCHOOL AND EDUCATION

British Education

1. How is British school compulsory? How long is summer holiday?

Schooling/School attendance is compulsory from the age of five  to the age of sixteen. So children have eleven years of obligatory school together. Their school day starts at 9 a.m. and they finish about 4 p.m. Quite opposite to us, the British have just six weeks of summer holiday but they have more holidays during the school year, e.g. at Easter.

2. What institutions do small children attend?

In nursery education children in Britain may attend playgroups and creches and later kindergartens.At the age of five English children start their primary education and when they are seven years old they move from infant to junior primary school.
3. What do you know about the British secondary education?

At the age of eleven they continue at secondary school.     a) When they are 16, all students have to take GCSE exams, (“O-levels”, meaning ordinary level,) which is a GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION. After that they can either 

· leave school and start work / enter the job world
· or go on for vocational training (odborný výcvik). 

b) But if they want to study at university, they have to stay two more years as “sixth formers” and take the 

A-levels, meaning advanced level, an exam taken in two or three subjects. Sixth formers study just the subjects necessary for the A-levels. Students who have passed this exam may go to university.

4. What kinds of secondary schools are there?

Grammar schools for more gilted pupils and Comprehensive Schools, which are non-selective and most spread as they are for all children of all abilities. Most schools have their own uniforms.
5. What are public schools in Britain and in the U.S.A.?

“Public schools” in Britain are actually not public at all. Theay are private and very expensive. Most of them are boarding schools (internátne) meaning that students stay at the school, they study, eat and sleep there.  These schools are often single-sex and they have uniforms, which students are usually proud of. Some of the most well-known English public schools are Eton, Harrow or Rugby, where the famous game was invented.

In the U.S.A. the term “public” school means that the schools are really public. They are run by the state so they are free of charge (zdarma). This usually also means that they are of low quality.

6. Is the system of education the same for the whole Great Britain?

In Scotland the educational system is a bit different. Students take SCE (Scottish Certificate of Education) instead of GCSE at the age of 16, then the Highers, instead of A-levels, at the age of 17, so they can go to universities one year earlier than students in England and Wales.

7. What do you know about higher education?  Britain’s oldest and most famous universities are Oxford and Cambridge, called together “Oxbridge”.
Oxford University

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vxAU88LxLis&feature=geosearch


        

 

   
Cambridge University

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6zj-6IU9x0


   

   

   

   

University students have lectures instead of classes, given by lectureres, tutors or professors, not teachers. In Oxford university teachers are called dons.

Students receive 

· grants to pay for courses fees (školné) and their living expenses (výdavky na živobytie) like food, accommodation, etc., 
      or they can get 

· loans which they have to pay back upon finishing studies.
       Students while at university are called undergraduates and upon leaving – 

       graduates.  If they want to carry on with their studies or do some research, 

       they become postgraduates and get a master degree like MA, MPhil or 
       a doctorate like PhD. (further education)
       And adults can attend a variety of evening classes (večerná škola).
American Education
Standards

American high school students who want to study at a college or at university have to take a standardised test, e.g. 

the SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test –test akademických schopností) or 

the ACT (American College Test).
Students from other countries who are not native speakers of English have to take the TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language).
Each university or college decides on the minimum score it will accept.

Each college has its own application form (prihláška) and most include a question for which the student must write an essay. Students also have to send a transcript, i.e. an official list of all the subjects they have taken and their grade, as well as letters of reference.

All universities charge tuition (vyberať školné), and students also pay for room and board.

Many students receive a financial package which may be a combination of

· grants from the government

· a scholarship (štipendium)

· a student loan (študentská pôžička)

· work-study (a part-time job at the college).

The most famous universities are those in the IVY LEAGUE, including Harvard and Yale.
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   Harward University 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GOR9LUfZ0Js  Tour
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QtxaP-J_ThQ&NR=1  Classroom
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AP5VIhbJwFs&NR=1&feature=fvwp Bill Gates
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          Yale University
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     Yale University 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4cHTYf8umA  Yale University Tour
MIT
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y55hTJacwms – Tour
Massachusetts Institute of Technology



School of Architecture and Planning
School of Engineering
School of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences
School of Management
School of Science
Whitaker College of Health Sciences and Technology
Students are given grades at the end of each course (the US academic year may be divided into two semesters), and in order to determine a student´s overall progress, the university calculates a grade point average (GPA). 

VOCABULARY AND TASKS
compulsory education-povinné vzdelávanie
compulsory school attendance-povinná školská dochádzka
single-sex-len pre dievčatá/ chlapcov
coeducational schools/co-ed (co-educated) zmiešaný, koedukačný                                                                                     
creche
                                
nursery school/kindergarten

primary school
secondary school

entrance examination- prijímacia skúška

grammar school-SŠ, gymnázium
vocational school-(stredná) odborná škola, učilište, učňovská škola
(technical college, business academy, agricultural, nursing, music art school)

special school-osobitná škola
school-leaving examination

School-leaving Certificate 
leave school-ukončiť strednú školu
university/uni –(hovorovo)
college-VŠ, univerzita, vyššia odborná škola

undergraduate-poslucháč
graduate from-promovať
graduate-absolvent VŠ
school-leaver-maturant, študent tesne po SŠ, absolvent SŠ

enroll at a university/course
diploma

graduation ceremony- promócia
thesis-diplomová práca
the expense of accommodation

and board-výdavky na ubytovanie a stravu
school report- vysvedčenie
admit-prijať
afterschool club – “školská družina”
apply to-hlásiť sa (na školu)
based on-na základe

boarding school-internátna škola
dorm (dormitory)(US)- študentský internát

halls of residence-internát
school canteen-školská jedáleň
drop out – zanechať štúdium
expel sb from- vylúčiť niekoho zo školy


degree in - titul z 
extra-curricular-mimoškolský
fee, school fee-školné
fail- prepadnúť
gap year/ yaer off-prerušenie na rok (po SŠ pred nástupom na VŠ)
GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education)- (GB) skúšky

O-levels (vo veku 15-16), A-levels (17-18)

head of the department- vedúci katedry
head teacher-riaditeľ(ka)
headmaster-riaditeľ
headmistress-riaditeľka
knowledge-vedomosť, vedomosti

lecturer-univerzitný lektor, odborný asistent

memorise/learn by heart-naučiť sa naspamäť

pick on sb-zasadnúť si na niekoho

placement test-test na zaradenie do skupín

progress-pokrok(y)
make a progress
sit an exam-robiť skúšku, ísť na skúšku
straight A student-jednotkár
subsidised-dotovaný

tutor-súkromný učiteľ
teacher training college-“pedagogická fakulta”
reunion party- stretnutie absoventov

WRITING

TASK 1

Describe your school, schoolbuilding and your classroom: 

1. What kind of rooms can you find almost in every school?

2. What does a normal classroom look like?

3. Describe a language/chemistry/biology/chemistry laboratory.

A SCHOOL, A CLASSROOM
hall of residence/dorm
cloakroom/cloak-šatňa 

locker-skrinka na odloženie vecí
boiler room-kotolňa
hallway-chodba
caretaker/(Am) janitor-školník
row of desks

aisle [ail]-ulička
sponge/eraser

equip with audio-visual
aids
overhead projector/data projector

interactive whiteboard
screen

class register- triedna kniha
performance

mark/grade/results-známka (prospechová),výsledky



set homework/assignment(s)-zadať úlohu/úlohy
topic
curriculum

after-school school activity
waste-paper bin
notice board-nástenka
chalk-krieda
marker-fixka na bielu tabuľu, zvýrazňovač
biro-guľkové,”večné” pero
fountain pen-plniace atramentové pero

crayons, pencils, pens, pencil case
clipboard- doska na spisy so sponou
notepad-poznámkový blok, zošit
course book/textbook-učebnica
CD player
PC, laptop, scanner, pritnter, photocopier 


350 words
LAY-OUT:

· schoolbuilding (floor, size, old/new)

· environs (school-yard, sportsground, swimming pool…)

· entrance (hall, hallways, staircase)

· classrooms, offices (head’s o., deputy-head’s o., teachers’ o., common room/staffroom-zborovňa)

· other rooms (cloakroom, gymnasium, assembly hall, fitness centre, school canteen, snackbar, workshop, caretaker’s flat, boiler room)

· your classroom (location, size, light/dark, windows facing east/west etc., view of)

· ceiling (lights, fluorescent lightning), floor(lino, parquets, tiles)

· furniture, equipment

· walls

WRITING

TASK 2

Describe  the course of a school year. How is a school day organized?

150 words
AN ORGANIZATION OF A SCHOOL YEAR
beginning/end of the school year/of the term(s)
break up for- končiť (o škole pred prázdninami)
holidays / when and how long:

autumn, Christmas, half-year, spring, Easter, summer

special events: parent-teacher meetings, ski courses, sports courses, graduation ball, school-leaving exam, farewell party,

school trips

TASK 3

Describe an ordinary lesson and break.

250 words
AN ORDINARY LESSON AND A BREAK

the bell 
enter the classroom
greet the teacher 
excuse oneself
form/class teacher-triedny učiteľ
make an entry in the class register/ call the roll/take the register-zisťovať prezenciu,čítať zoznam študentov

class register-triedna kniha 
mark the pupils absent/late

revise – revision
check/correct homework

explain the new subject matter
explanation-výklad
take notes
practise grammar

discuss problems
analyse a text

set/assign homework/assignment(s)

do one’s homework
hand in one’s essay- odovzdať esej
set an examination paper
give extra work
broaden-rozšíriť
cheat- podvádzať


cheat paper/crib-ťahák

copy-odpisovať
sum up/summarize/recap the topic-zhrnúť, zosumarizovať
tell on sb-žalovať na niekoho
the lesson is over

the lesson has been cancelled-hodina odpadla
substitute for a colleague/fill in-zaskakovať, zastupovať za kolegu
supply teacher-suplujúci učiteľ
timetable-rozvrh hodín
make a row-hádať sa 
prepare for the next lesson

eat one’s snack
go to the loo [lu:]
SOME MORE USEFUL VOCABULARY
illiterate- negramotný
academic achievement-ak. úspech

get detention-byť po škole
teacher´s pet- učiteľov miláčik
goodie-goodie-šplhúň
nerd- šprt
pass with honour- skončiť s vyznamenaním
training school- odborná nadstavba
liberal arts-všeobecné štúdium
humanities/social sciences-humanitné vedy
science/natural sciences- prírodné vedy

institute of technology- technická univerzita

tuition- školné
to waive tuition-odpustiť školné
teacher aide-učiteľov pomocník
enroll-zapísať sa

registration-zápis
skip/cut classes- vynechávať školu

play truant-blicovať
truancy-blicovanie, chodenie poza školu

summon a parent to school- predvolať rodiča do školy

get an F/flunk-dostať päťku
report card- žiacka knižka
gaps in knowledge-medzery vo vedomostiach
cram for an exam-bifľovať sa na skúšku
to master-zvládnuť
lecture on a subject-prednášať na tému

debate about a problem
dispute-polemizovať
correct typos-opraviť preklepy
prompt-našepkávať

be expelled-byť vylúčený
suspend-dočasne vylúčiť
bully classmates-šikanovať
auditorium-poslucháreň

freshman-prvák
correspondence degreee-diaľkové štúdium
sophomore-druhák
supervisor/advisor-konzultant
junior-tretiak
president/chancellor-rektor
senior-štvrták
dean-dekan

department head-vedúci katedry

credit-zápočet
paper-seminárna práca

deadline
commencement-slávnostný záver šk.roka

alma mater
brain drain-odliv absolventov do zahraničia

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION OR DEBATE:
1. Compare the types of pre-school education in the UK and the US to that in our countryand try to find out their advantages and disadvantages.

2. Comment on the system of state and private schools in the three countries . Where can students get the best education?

3. What do you think about home education for children? Can parents really be good teachers? Would you like to have your kids taught this way?

4. Give your opinion on the school-leaving examination in our country and compare it to those in the UK and the US. Is there anything you would like to change?

5. What is your opinion about the present teacher-student and student-teacher relationships in our school?

6. Explain which learning strategies you prefer. Give some evidence.

7. Comment on playing truant and bullying in schools. Give some hints how they can be avoided.

8. Whats your opinion about private tutoring? Is it worth the money? Does it really help kids to do well in exams? Would it work for a student, for yoy, if so, why?

9. To what extend are you open to any suggestions for changing the structure of subjects in secondary schools? What changes would meet the needs of modern teenagers best?

10. How is the education of a student’s
      full personality ensured at schools of 
      primary and secondary levels in our country?

SPEAKING
TASK 1-Situations
Practise various kinds of apology and give your reason:

a) you are late

b) you are not prepared for today’s lesson


c) you have to leave the lesson earlier

d) you have not brought your textbook, homework, etc.

e) you were ill

f) you can’t go for a trip

STRUCTURES:

· I’m sorry I’m late, but …the bus was late/I forgot to…/

I’ve left…

· Excuse me for a moment, please/for next week/for afternoon lessons/for being late.

· Excuse my coming late, please, but…
· I’m afraid I won’t be able to come on time, but

· I’d like to apologize. I was absent last week.

TASK 2 – A situation: Tell your friend about an examination.
Describe in detail the course of it.

oral/written examination
examine

mark
take an exam/sit in exam

pass with high marks
fail in the finals

put up one’s hand
call on sb

ask sb
to come to the board

ask additiona;l questions
answer questions/respond

correct response
incorrect response

make frequent mistakes
make elementary mistakes

be accurate [ae’kjurit]-presný

complete
incomplete

SPEAKING
TASK 3
What kind of student are you? What performance are you able to achieve?
poor/bad/average/good/excellent student

poor/average/safisfactory performance

do very well in maths
do very well at school

do better
make a great effort

excel in
make slow progress

have straight A’s ones
his marks are rather disappointing

deserve an A
independent work

cheat
copy from sb

have difficulties/problems in Slovak

shirk school- vyhýbať sa škole, ulievať sa


shirk doing homework

cut classes-prerušiť vyučovanie
have detention/be detained in school after ordinary lesson –po škole
not pay attention
do homework regularly

work consistently
work systematically

spoil one’s performance due to nervousness- pokaziť odppoveď kvôli nervozite
be nervous/scared of failing
be panic

worry about results
get a bad/good school report, (US)report card) –dostať zlé/dobré vysvedčenie
certificate-vysvedčenie
pass with honour/distinction- skončiť s vyznamenaním
More good and bad qualities of pupils:
Hardworking/gifted/talented/exceptional/ambitious/lazy/careless/

inattentive/attentive/average/capable[keipbl], slow worker, well-behaved, 
undisciplined conduct/disciplined conduct/behave badly/ cheeky

talk back- odvrávať 
make a row-hádať sa, biť sa 

tease [ti:z] schoolmates=podpichovať spolužiakov

cheat
bully

lie-klamať
A model text

A teacher examines pupils
1. individually by asking them to come to the board 

a) and they are asked to reckon

b) do an exercise
c) explain a problem

d) respond to teacher’s questions

e) make an oral presentation 

2.  or the whole class takes a written test.
The performance of the students who excel is usually perfect, they are fluent and creative. Sometimes the performance is rather disappointing both for the teacher and the student alike. The reasons differ from not paying attention in class, not doing homework regularly and copyingit in the break before the lesson, relying on one’s pretty face, cutting classes and not working consistently and systematically to spoiling one’s performance due to nervouness.

The results range from ecxellent, very good, good, satisfactory to failure.

QUIZ: ARE YOU A REALLY GOOD STUDENT?
Answer these seven questions as honestly as you can

to find out what kind of students you are:
1. You do preparations for class:

    a) on the way to school

    b) on the way to the classroom

    c) preparation? What …?
      2.  The night before a test you:

              a) go crazy

              b) get a good night’s sleep and feel well-prepared

              c) pray

3. If you see your teacher in the supermarket, you:

a) ignore him/her

b) say Hi quickly and move on
c) offer to help carry his/her shopping
4.  At the end of an exam you feel:

a) like crying

b) bored – after so much time staring at a page of blank paper 

c) delighted – to show off (chváliť sa) your hard-earned knowledge
5. If you feel bored in class you:

a) pinch yourself (poštípať sa)

b) But no! You never feel bored – knowledge is so interesting
c) send sneaky (záludný, tajný) text messages to your friends 
6. If you don’t understand something in class you:

a) ask the teacher

b) make a note and look it up later

c) don’t care – it’s not unusual! 

7. Your teacher is:
a) your idol

b) a barrier in your life

c) just someone doing a job
SCORING:

1.        a=2        b=3      c=1

2.        a=2        b=3      c=1

3.        a=1        b=2      c=3

4.        a=1        b=2      c=3

5.        a=2        b=3      c=1

6.        a=2        b=3      c=1

7.        a=3        b=1      c=2
ANALYSIS

7-11 You think studying is waste of time. The thought of   

sitting in a classroom is enough to make you sleepy.

Unless you’re naturally super-intelligent, you’d better

start trying to change or you’ll end up as a drop-out.

(ten, kto nedokončí školu)

12-16 Congratulation! You’ve got a fairly good attitude 

towards study. You know school is important for your future, but you have a life away from school as well 

· maybe even a sense of humour!

17-21 You’re socially hopeless! And most likely a teacher’s 

pet  too. Try getting away from your studying sometimes and and get a taste of something different. 
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                           MARCH 28th     
                                                        [image: image14.jpg]



In March we commemorate the birth of Jan Amos Komenský, also known as „Comenius“. He was a great Czech thinker, philosopher and writer, though he is best known as a pioneer of education.

On March 28th Slovak and Czech schoolchildren traditionally honour their teachers. 

On this day it is quite appropriate to discuss a topic dealing with teacher-student relationships.
See ppt. Teacher-Student Relationship[image: image15.png]



